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ander from Virginia and came to London on y e 4 th and is in ser- 
vice of his said master. 

6 th May. Henry Cox of London Merchant landed at Dover 
y e 4 th present out of the Thomas and Anne of London John Fox 
Comander from Virginia and came to London on y e 5 th an ^ 
lodgeth at y e house of William Hiirst Victualler at the Black 
horse neare Queens hive in Thames Street, and saith that his 
business is to make sale of the Tobacco he brought over with 
Him, and likewise to fitt himself for a returne as he shall sec 
cause. 



SOUTHSIDE FAMILIES. 

The region of Virginia south of James River is called the 
"South-side." It was settled largely by families from Bristol, 
England, and was strongly Puritanic during the turmoil in Eng- 
land between Roundhead and Cavalier. This Puritanic tendency 
is shown in the records by the remarkable prevalence of Biblical 
names. 

Among the more noteworthy families the following may be 
mentioned : 

Butt Family. This family begins with 1 Robert Butt, "of 
the Southern Branch of the Elizabeth River," who made his will 
November 1, 1675, which was proved July 3, 1676. He names 
wife Jane and four sons : 2 Henry, 2 3 Robert, 4 Thomas, 5 Rich- 
ard. 2 Henry 2 Butt (Robert 1 ) was deputy clerk of Lower Nor- 
folk, and his will was proved Oct. 28, 17 10. He names wife 
Alice, and sons 6 Stanhope, 7 Solomon, 8 Henry, 3 and 9 Jane, 
married William Shipp. 8 Henry 3 Butt (Henry, 2 Robert 1 ) mar- 
ried Martha, and his will proved 1762, names 9 Solomon, 10 Alice, 
married Thompson, 11 Elizabeth, 12 Henry, 13 Samuel, 14 Ann, 
married Sikes. 8 Henry 3 Butt had a large estate and his per- 
sonal property was appraised at £8649.2.4. The rooms were dis- 
tinguished as follows : Passages, upstairs and down stairs, hall, 
dining room, the chamber, the green room., nursery, blue room, 
white room, kitchen. In the hall were "9 family pictures, 3 of 
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which belong to the estate of Mrs. Frances Nelson (valued at 
2f), 28 pictures with gilt frames &c." In the passage above, 
stairs "3 family pictures 5 shillings, 1 ditto arms is. 3d." 

Wilson Family. This family begins with James 1 Wilson, 
whom a record in Norfolk county shows was a brother of Colonel 
William Wilson, of Elizabeth City county. He was lieutenant- 
colonel, sheriff, burgess and justice of Norfolk county, and an 
eminent merchant. He made his will November 12, 1712, which 
was recorded Dec. 19, 1712. It names wife Elizabeth, and chil- 
dren 2 John, 3 Willis, 4 Thomas, deceased, 5 Samuel, deceased, 
6 Solomon, 7 Lemnuel, 2 8 James 2 to whom he left "his pistol and 
sword," 9 Elizabeth, wife of Henry Tregany, of Philadelphia, 
10 AfBah who married George Newton, 11 Mary. He names 
also grandson James, son of Thomas, deceased, grandson Willis, 
son of deceased son Samuel, and grandson Solomon, son of James 
Wilson. Of these 7 Lemuel 2 Wilson was clerk of Lower Nor- 
folk county in 171 1. He married Katherine, widow of Rev. 
Roger Kelsall, minister of Elizabeth River Parish, who in his 
will (1708) names his son John Kellsall and an estate left him 
by Rev. Roger Kellsall, "minister of Royden, deed, known by 
the name of Byers St. Marys, adjoining to Colchester." 8 James 2 
Wilson, son of Lt. Col. James 1 Wilson, was major, justice, &c. 
He made his will January 13, 1749, which was proved February 
7, 1756. He names wife Dinah and children 12 Solomon, 13 
James, 14 Willis, to whom he gives that plantation bought of 
Joseph Church adjoining the land of his grandfather Butt, 14 
Caleb, 15 Josiah, 16 Nathaniel, 17 William, 18 Malachi, 19 Eliza- 
beth, married Thelaball, 20 Mary, married Butt, 21 Prudence, 
married Tatum, 22 Diana Nicholson, 23 Apphia, married Willis 
Langley, 24 Ann, 25 Euphan. He names also grandsons Jere- 
miah Wilson, Sr., and Wilson Nicholas. The Wilson family 
scattered over the nearby counties. In 1782 Josiah Wilson, of 
Surry county, made a deed of gift to his children Peggy, John, 
Samuel and James Wilson. Willis Wilson was sheriff there the 
same year. Willis Wilson, Sr., probably the son with that name 
mentioned by Col. James Wilson, made his will in Norfolk 
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county in 1758, and names his children Lemuel, Thomas and 
Euphan, wife of Joseph Alston. 

Newton. George Newton was resident in Lower Norfolk 
county as early as 1645, an d was one °f the justices. He mar- 
ried Frances, daughter of Col Lemuel Mason. He had issue, 
Col. George Newton, who married Apphia Wilson, daughter of 
Col. James Wilson, of Norfolk county. The deposition of 
George Newton, aged 60 years or thereabouts, recorded at 
Portsmouth, states that he went to school in 1692-93 in Lan- 
caster, England, and lived with Mr. Thomas Westmore in 
same town, and he knew Jonas Cawson who then went to the 
Free school belonging to the town of Lancaster by the church- 
yard. Jonathan Cawson and another brother went to the same 
private school with him — that he remembered their father, 
Mr. Cawson, but did not remember his Christian name ; 
that after this deponent returned from England to his native 
place Virginia and lived some time there this Jonas Cawson came 
over and five years later married with Abigail Church, and Chris- 
topher Cawson is their eldest son. Dated July 21, 1738. George 
Newton and Apphia, his wife, had nine children. Thomas New- 
ton, one of them, married Amey, daughter of John Hutchings. 
Issue: 5 children — all of whom died in infancy, except a son mar- 
ried named Thomas, who married Martha Tucker, daughter of 
Col. Robert Tucker, of Norfolk. They were parents of Thomas 
and George Newton, both prominent in the affairs of Norfolk. 
The former Thomas Newton was a lawyer and, in 1801, was 
elected to Congress, to which he was regularly returned for 30 
years. He died Aug. 3, 1847, aged 79. 

Binns Family. Thomas 1 Binns was an early resident of 
Surry county, Virginia, and in 1668, had more tithables in his 
family than any other citizen of the county, except Mr. Arthur 
Allen. The number of small planters in Surry at this time was 
very large, and no one else had over eight tithables. The wealth 
of a man in those days depended upon the number of his family 
and dependents, and the taxes were laid on the tithables, which 
were estimated to be about one-fourth the population. Thus, in 
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1668, the total number of tithables was 434, which made the 
population of Surry to be about 1,736 persons. There were very 
few negroes. Thomas Binns was a man of prominence in Surry 
as early as 1652. In 1665 his wife's name was Martha, and he 
seems to have had a son Thomas by her. In 1666 Col. Walter 
Aston, of Charles City County, made his will and named his sis- 
ters Mary Cocke and Elizabeth Binns, who was the second wife 
of Thomas Binns. He died, in 1669, as in that year Mrs. Binns 
was entered as a tithable in his stead. In 1655 George Brent had 
sold to Thomas Binns and John Bishop a place in Surry called 
Grindall's Hill, and, in 1670, there is this entry in the General 
Court Records: "The difference between Major William An- 
drews, guardian of George Evelyn, orphan of Mountjoy Evelyn, 
pit. and M re Elizabeth Bynns, admx. of Thomas Bynns, deed, 
about Grindall's Hill is dismissed, And the said Mrs. Bynns in 
the right of said Thomas Bynns to remaine in possession, neither 
of the orphans being of age." (By way of parenthesis it may be 
said that Mountjoy Evelyn, mentioned here, married, in 1653, 
Dorothy, the third child of Obedience and Grace Robins, of Ac- 
comak. He was the second son of George Evelyn, who cap- 
tured Kent Island from William Claiborne, in the interest of 
Lord Baltimore. Major William Andrews, mentioned here, mar- 
ried the widow of Mountjoy Evelyn, and it seems that Mount- 
joy Evelyn had a claim to Grindall's Hill, probably a corruption 
of Grendon's Hill, by purchase, in 1649, from Thomas Grendon, 
of Charles City county.) Mrs. Binns did not remain a widow 
very long, and about 1673 she married Col. Francis Mason, son 
of Mr. James Mason, of Surry. This is proved by the will of 
her son James Mason, who speaks in it of his "brother Binns." 
James Mason paid the orphan, Thomas 2 Binns, 85,850 pds of 
tobacco on May 20, 1679, and the said Thomas is enumerated 
among others, in 1687, as able to be listed in a troop of horse. 
In 1 701, Mrs. Elizabeth Mason divided jyj acres patented by 
her as Mrs. Binns, in 1669, between her grandchildren Francis 
Holt, Francis Mason and Charles Binns. Her daughter Frances 
Mason married Captain Thomas Holt, son of Randall Holt, and 
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1706 Thomas Holt and Francis Holt were administrators on the 
estate of Thomas Binns, deceased, who is mentioned as deceased 
in James Mason's will made in 1701. Thomas 2 Binns had at least 
two sons, Charles 3 and Thomas. 3 Thomas made his will in 1722, 
and in it he mentions wife and children, names sons Thomas and 
Charles, brother Charles Binns and goddaughter, Mary Price. 
He makes his wife and son Charles executors. It was proved 
by Jane Binns and Charles Binns. About 1748 Charles Binns 
(probably the brother) made his will in Surry county, and names 
daughters Elizabeth, Martha and Lucy, mentions wife with child, 
nephew Thomas Binns, legacies to Sally Binns, Sarah Saunders, 
Jean Gwathmey, John Champion ; nephew Thomas to be guard- 
ian to son Charles, and, if he should die, then to "Brother Thomas 
Eldridge." Of these children Martha married Timothy Rives in 
'773. an d Lucy married Capt. Richard Avery, of Sussex. Their 
daughter Sarah Avery married John Cargill, son of Rev. John 
Cargill, of Surry. Elizabeth Binns, third daughter of Charles 
Binns, married, in 1758, John Jones, who was a member of the 
House of Burgesses in 1772, member of the convention from 
Brunswick in 1788, and late President of the Senate. Probably 
it was his son, Binns Jones, who was his colleague in the con- 
vention in 1788. (Surry County Records.) There appear to 
have been three distinct Binns families— the family of which 
we have been writing, the Binns family of New Kent and Charles 
City counties, and the Binns family of Loudon.) 



FLOYD'S LETTER TO GILMER. 

John Floyd, the writer of the above letter, was the son of Col. John 
Floyd and Margaret Buchanan, his wife. He served in Congress, where 
he attracted much notice as one of the leading members. In 1830 he was 
elected Governor of Virginia, and served three years. During his admin- 
istration occurred Nat Turner's Insurrection and the trouble of the Fed- 
eral Government with South Carolina brought on by the unconstitutional 
and oppressive protective tariffs of 1828 and 1832. Floyd behaved with 
energy and decision in both cases. Though not a nullifier, he was an 
ardent States Rights man. and in hi* message to the Legislature gave 
notice that he would not permit the Federal Government to make use of 



